FAIR HAVEN PTA GENERAL MEETING
Thursday,  October 20, 2011

1:45pm

Sickles School – Library

AGENDA

Meeting called to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Guest Speakers

Approval of September General Meeting Minutes (available at meeting)

President’s Report

BOE Reports

Faculty Reports

Old Business

New Business

Announcements

Adjournment of Business Meeting

Fair Haven PTA General Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 15, 2011

Sickles School – Library

1:45pm
For the names of those in attendance, please see the sign-in book kept with the minutes.

The meeting was called to order by President, Tracy Rehder at 1:45pm

SPECIAL GUESTS: Kathi Cronin (Superintendant) and Marion Carolan (Principal, Sickles)
Kathi Cronin and Marion Carolan said the transition into the new school year has gone smoothly.

Kathi Cronin: Ms. Cronin thanked the PTA for all we do with our schools, giving us the opportunity to roll out The Olweus Bullying Prevention Program (Prevention First). The programs goals are to reduce and prevent bullying problems among school children and to improve peer relations at school.  Ms. Cronin also mentioned that there are several new teachers/staff and principal for the 2011/2012 school year, so reach out and introduce yourselves.  The children at Sickles and Knollwood have been re-educated on Bicycle Safety.
She encourages parents to sign up for the district email on the Board of Ed website.

Ms. Cronin also encourages parents to sign their children up for the After School Program, especially for 4th/5th graders.  The After School Program is a great place to get homework done etc. after school hours.

Marion Carolan: Mrs. Carolan has implemented a new lunchtime recess protocol.  The students can eat for 20 minutes, recess 20 minutes of structured play and then 20 minutes across at playground for free play. The new recess change has been working smoothly so far.  
Also, new with the curriculum is “Words their Way,” a developmental program for spelling of words.
Kindergarten has an early drop off back to 8:30am.   Morning Kindergarten kids can be dropped with older siblings and this system so far has been working well.  
Mrs. Carolan  is also hosting “Parent Academy’s” where you learn new information such as the new curriculum etc.  Look for information in your child’s backpack for the next Academy.
Motion: The June minutes were accepted as distributed.  Motion to approve by-laws as they are written.  Motion to appove the proposed budget for the 2011/2012 school year. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Tracy Rehder):
· Big thank you to Jen Halcrow and Vicky Bogardus and their fabulous team for organizing a delicious Back to School Luncheon.

· Another big thanks to Vanessa Spagnuola and Lynn Scott for organizing and delivering the school supply kits-they were fantastic!

· Our Go Green Project is alive and well! In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, we have consolidated our monthly newsletters into bi-monthly newsletters. You will now receive only 5 per year. In order to stay up to date with the lastest PTA and community happenings, we strongly urge you to register for our Email Blast, which is sent out every Friday. Register at our PTA website, www.fairhavenptacom
· The Class Parent Orientation Meeting was held last night and the class parents from Sickles and Knollwood are beginning their duties and are well on their way to a great year.

· Also held last night was the Committee Chairperson meeting. We have not had a committee chair meeting in a few years and I thought this would be a great way to get everyone together in the same room and go over our guidelines and goals for the year. At the meeting, every Committee received a flash drive to hold all of the their valuable documents going forward. Our much beloved committee binders are becoming obsolete with all of the new technology and we need to get on board!

· Our Directory Committee, Beth Sanville and Lauren Steets, are feverishly working on gathering all of the student information from both schools. We hope to have directories available by mid-October.

· We have close to 50 new families in our district this year. If you see an unfamiliar face at drop-off or pick-up, please welcome that Fair Haven and get them to sign up for a committee!

· There is one committee still open if anyone is interested-Staff Appreciation Week-a wonderful way to say thank you to our teachers and staff at the end of the year.

· The PTA will be scheduling several speakers throughout the year- if you have an idea or area of interest, please let us know.

· We have many wonderful events scheduled for the new school year, please find a volunteer opportunity that is right for you.

· The Sickles Open House is scheduled for Octover 6th and Knollwood is October 4th.

· Our next PTA meeting will be on October 20th at 1:45 in Sickles Library.

· Lastly, a huge thank you to everyone who has been working hard on all of our committees. Your hard work and commitment are invaluable to our children and our schools.

PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REPORT: (LAURA NOLAN)
Family Portrait Fundraiser starts October 8th, book your family portrait, it sells out fast.
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT (BENNETT COLEMAN
Harvest Fest is Saturday October 1st. Please sign up and volunteer!
Scarecrows  were sold and are now going up around town. 
Harvest Fest Volunteer form is available on line, join one of the biggest fundraisers of the year. 
Holiday Gift Fair- scheduled for November 5th.
Clothing Drive – ends October 25th. Please drop off at front porch of 18 Brown’s Lane (Ridgeway’s Home).  
TREASURER’S REPORT (TORI MCANDREWS):

Opening Balance (8/1/11) $75,849.66 (includes $3,126.19 CD)
Cash Receipts $843.84

Cash Disbursements $4,343.71

Closing Balance (8/1/11) $72,350.09

CORRESPONDING SECTRETARY (JENNIE LUCCI):

School Flower Pots – Thanks to Kirsten Ward and Steph Lynch for making the flowerpots look great for the beginning of the year. 
PTA Memebership- Membership deadline is fast approaching, please get your PTA membership form in to Kim Browne and your order for the directory.

RECORDING SECRETARY (JEANNE KORCHAK):

Family Fun – Cathryn Danielczyk, Kerri Kostulias, co-chairs 

Bingo night is October 14th Tickets are sold at the door.
Charitable Giving:  Lunch Break in Red Bank is coming in to speak to students and explain Lunch Break and their food drive.

Flyer will be going out soon. 

