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PTA President News

Cathy Alescio

Welcome back! We hope you've had a wonderful ;
summer. The PTA has been hard at work getting |

ready for another wonderful school year.

We kicked things off at the end of August with :

the Kindergarten Picnic. A big thank-you goes to

Suzy Manelski and Kari Rallo for organizing

this fun day for the incoming class.

Vicky Bogardus and her team of volunteers ;
welcomed back our teachers with the annual

Back to School Luncheon.

Bennett Coleman and her committee have been
busy getting ready for our first big fundraiser of
the year, Harvest Fest, on October 2nd.

Beth Sanville and her crew are preparing the PTA ¢

Directory for publication in October.

Thank you to all of our volunteers who gave of

their time this summer to make this all possible.
The PTA runs on Parent Power. We are all part-

ners as we work together to enrich the school §

lives of our children. Thank you, in advance, to all

who will volunteer their time and efforts this year f

to help support our schools and children through
the various PTA events.

Some important reminders:

 Join the PTA and help support the many
programs available to our children.

e Look through our newsletter each month and
check out what's happening in your PTA.

< Sign up for the E-mail Blast. It's a quick weekly
recap of important PTA news.

» Check out our website—www.fairhavenpta.com

= Volunteer your time. The PTA needs you! We
will help you find a way to contribute based on
what works best for you.

= Support our fundraisers. Your financial support
is important to the schools and children as the
funds raised by the PTA go directly back into
the schools.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions or if you need additional information at
calescio@comcast.net or 741-0698.

Thank you for your continued support.

Harvest Fest 2010

Scarecrows appearing on Fair Haven streets mean only one thing—it’s time
for Harvest Fest! The annual fall extravaganza will take place on the grounds
of Knollwood School, Hance Road, on Saturday, October 2nd, from 12:30—
4:30pm. Admission is free and all are welcome!

Event chair, Bennett Coleman, and her team are organizing many games and
attractions, including the trackless train and inflatable slide. Madame Fortuna
will be telling fortunes from 1:00-2:00pm, and then at 3:00—4:00pm, and a
Touch-a-Truck area where your little ones can climb on a fire truck among other
vehicles will be on-site. There will be pony rides, the pumpkin decorating contest,
and an apple pie bake-off. Entry fees for both contests are $2 each—pumpkins and
pies should arrive by 11:00am the day of the event. Homemade baked goods, hot
dogs and other treats will also be available. Harvest Fest takes hundreds of volun-
teers to make happen. We couldn't do it without the assistance of local businesses
and family support. Thanks to all volunteeres! For more information or to vol-
unteer, please contact Bennett Coleman at bennettcoleman@mac.com.  d

PTA Directory Update...

Once again, the Directory Team has been hard at work this summer. In an
effort to streamline the verification process this year, all PTA Directory
submissions from last year will be replicated and printed, as is, in this
year’s directory unless we are notified via our change form. The change
forms will be going home in the first day of school packets. This form, sent
home with the youngest child, will allow parents to verify the information we
have in our current database as well as modify or add information. Please note
that forms MUST be returned to your youngest child’s classroom/DEAR
teacher by Friday, September 10th. Due to the sensitive nature of the
information, verbal changes cannot be accepted.

We hope to have the directories distributed by early October. Any questions,
contact Beth Sanville at 933-8332 or beth_sanville@verizon.net.

Wednesday, September 15th

Class Parent Orientation
Sickles, 7:00pm
followed by

Parent’s Night Out (Al welcome)
Raven and the Peach, 8:00 pm

PTA Mission Statement: It is the mission of the Fair Haven PTA to promote the welfare, safety and educational development
of our children in the home, school and community through the cooperative efforts of parents and teachers.






Go Green, Fair Haven!

TOP GREEN BACK-TO-SCHOOL TIPS FROM PLANETGREEN.DISCOVERY.COM

« Take Inventory and Avoid Duplicates: Once you've gotten
in green back to school mode, most of us will be faced with
the reality that getting ready requires stuff—school supplies,
clothes, backpacks, etc.—but it doesn't always require new
stuff. Take a careful inventory of what you already have that
can be used again—think more durable items, like clothes
and shoes—and what's still waiting to be used for the first
time—extra packs of pencils, notebooks, etc. Avoid last-
minute impulse purchases by making a list of what you need
(and sticking to it!) before you head to the store. Following
these steps will save materials as well as your dollars.

» Write this Down: Choose Greener Pens and Pencils:
Believe it or not, writing implement technology has
improved since we were trudging uphill (both ways!) in the
snow to get to school. The days of package upon package of
disposable pen and pencil are gone, replaced by biodegrad-
able pencils, refillable pens, and recycled versions of both.
Once you have greener options in hand, encourage your
youngsters to hang on to each pencil ‘til it wears down to
the nub.

e Don't be a Paper Pusher: Although many kids are internet
masters, e-mailing homework is uncommon in most K-12
schools, where paper is still king—for taking notes, writing
papers, and making airplanes. But that doesn't mean that
you or your child can't take steps to cut down your paper
consumption. Buy products with the highest percentage of
post-consumer recycled content possible, that is processed
chlorine free (PCF). Use these products to their maximum
efficiency by printing on both sides of the paper, using paper
already printed on one side for drafts (or better yet editing
all drafts in the computer itself), and filling notebooks from
cover to cover before purchasing a new one. And it never
hurts to ask teachers if you can e-mail in your work.

 Think Outside the Lunch-Box: Don't brown bag it; instead
opt for a washable, reusable container to tote your lunch too
and fro. Just make sure to avoid vinyl lunch boxes which have
been shown to contain harmful levels of lead. Instead, invest
in a PVC-free, thermally insulated lunch bag, one made from
recycled juice boxes or from organic cotton and keep lunches
cool by freezing water or juice in a reusable container and put-
ting it in the bag. Instead of using baggies and plastic wrap
for sandwiches and snacks, use reusable plastic containers.
For beverages, beware of plastic bottles which may contain
Bisphenol A (BPA), a hormone-disrupting chemical. Instead
go with metal ones.

» Don’t Start a Food Fight: When it comes to the actual
food that goes in the lunch box. Make extra for dinner the
night before, leftovers make great lunches. Pack healthy
green lunches kids will want to eat, and get them involved
in choosing ingredients, since they’ll be less likely to pitch
stuff they want to eat. Forget the mini-packs of Cheetos and
Doritos; apples, oranges, bananas, and other fruit are heath-
ful, waste-free snackables that come with their own com-
postable wrapping. And, don't forget: Kids need snacks as
well as lunch—send them with fruit or vegetable sticks and
a couple of slices of cheese.

» Walking, Biking: Green Transportation to School—Going
green while getting back and forth to school offers a familiar
refrain: human power—walking or biking is best; carpooling
is next; driving alone is last. If walking, or biking, aren't in the
cards, be sure to divide the ride and start a parent carpool.

» Do This Stuff All Year: Greening your back to school experi-
ence is a great way to start the year, and a great way to make
progress toward a sustainable lifestyle, but there's no reason
to stop after the year has just started. Apply the lessons you've
learned preparing to go back to school to other parts of your
non-scholastic life, and, when it comes time to re-supply,
follow the tips to stay prepared, organized, and green.

Save The Date...
FIRST FAMILY FUN NIGHT

Bingo Night!

Friday, October 15th, 6:30pm, Knollwood APR
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