
PTA Mission Statement: It is the mission of the Fair Haven PTA to promote the welfare, safety and educational development  
of our children in the home, school and community through the cooperative efforts of parents and teachers.
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From the President
Cathy Alescio
Happy New Year! Welcome to 2011! I 
hope everybody enjoyed the long holiday 
break. We have an exciting year ahead 
of us, filled with several assemblies, 
activities and enrichment programs to 
enhance our children’s education. Please 
see our monthly newsletter, weekly email 
blast, and web site to find ways in which 
you can get involved. The PTA is run on 
parent power so any way you can help is 
much appreciated.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
March 12th and join us at the 27th 
Annual PTA Luncheon, “Welcome 
to the Boardwalk.” This will cer-
tainly be an event you won’t want to 
miss! Our chairs, Britt Garrison and  
Patti Coughlin, are planning a fun-filled  
day for all who attend. If you are 
interested in volunteering to help 
with the luncheon please contact  
Britt Garrison at brittgarrison@
hotmail.com or Patti Coughlin at 
pdcoughlin@gmail.com.
With an exciting and busy year planned, 
we wouldn’t be able to bring these  
programs to our children without you. We 
appreciate your support and wish you all 
the best in 2011.

PTA Meeting 
Thursday, January 20th 1:45pm at Sickles 

PTA First Floors a Success
On Friday, December 10th, seven gracious Fair Haven homeowners—the  
Donlon Family, the Mannino Family, the Ridgeway Family, the Phillips Family, 
the Horan Family, the Van Hemmen Family, and the Spagnuola Family, invited 
the public into their beautiful homes to enjoy the décor and stunning tablescapes, 
floral designs, and taste the delectable offerings from our areas finest chefs. Nearly 
300 guests participated in this year’s tour. A huge thank-you to our House Tour 
Committee: Laurie Bratone and Heather Boyle (Co-Chairs); Bennett Coleman 
and Amanda Stevens (journal); Molly Taft (volunteers); Lauren Adams and 
Kathryne Singleton (chef coordination), and again to Kathryne (journal 
home descriptions); Jennifer Sullivan and Alison Fernandez (floral décor); 
Jeanne Korchak and Tori McAndrews (tabletop design); Erin Simpson (reserva-
tions), Jennie Lucci (web site updates and paypal maintenance); Lauren Steets 
(grand prize coordination), Pim Van Hemmen (home photography and having 
his home on the tour), and Dave DeSantis (marketing materials). We must also 
include the wonderful house captains and volunteers that were stationed at the 
tour homes. In addition, a huge thank-you to families who contributed to our 
grand and first prize raffles—the Russo Family, the Hayes Family, the Strulowitz 
Family, the Mannino Family, the Halcrow Family, the Garrison Family, the 
Child Family, the Steets Family, the Goldin Family, the Winters Family and the 
Coughlin Family. A final thank-you goes to our event sponsors, Ralco Builders, 
Kitchens by Torrone featuring Wood-Mode Fine Custom Cabinetry and 
Better Housekeeping Shop. What a wonderful day for our community. !

Save the Date…
SATURDAY, MARCH 12,  2011

2011 Fair Haven PTA Luncheon
BRANCHES,  WEST LONG BRANCH, NJ

CYBER BULLYING
Presented by 

The Monmouth County Prosecutors Office

January 27th at 7:00pm, Knollwood APR

For more information contact Pamela Greenhall 
at greenhallp@fairhavenbe.org.

Fair Haven PTA Calendar—January 2011
Sunday monday tuesday Wednesday thursday friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
New Year’s Day

2 3
Return to 
school

4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12
Rick Adams 
Assembly
Sickles (K–3)

13
Rick Adams 
Assembly
Knollwood
FDL Meeting
RFHHS,  
7:00–9:30pm

14
Schools closed,  
professional day

15

16 17
Schools closed
Martin Luther  
King Day

18 19
PTA newsletter 
articles due

20
PTA meeting, 
Sickles, 1:45pm 

21 22

23 24 25 26
BOE meeting
Knollwood Media  
center, 8:00pm

27
Cyber Bullying 
Presentation
Knollwood, 7:00pm
FDL Meeting
RFHHS, 
7:30–9:00pm

28 29

30 31
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Go Green Fair Haven!
FIGHT THE FROST THIS WINTER: ENERGY STAR OFFERS TIPS TO KEEP WARM, SAVE ENERGY, AND HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.

Improve your home’s comfort and save energy as well as money, while doing the right thing for the environment. By using 
energy efficiently in your home, you can make a difference in preventing air pollution from power plants. Follow these simple 
recommendations from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:

•	 Know the Facts: The average family spends $1,400 a year 
on energy bills, with nearly half of that spent on heating and 
cooling. Energy-efficient heating and cooling equipment, 
sized and installed correctly, with properly sealed ducts, can 
save homeowners as much as 20 percent on their annual 
energy costs.

•	 Keep it Clean: A dirty air filter can increase your energy 
costs and lead to early equipment failure. Clean or change 
the air filter in your heating and cooling system monthly. 
Some filters only need to be changed every three months. 
Also, have your equipment checked seasonally to make sure 
it’s operating efficiently and safely—check-ups can identify 
problems early. Dirt and neglect are the #1 causes of  
system failure.

•	 Bundle Up Your Home: Hidden gaps and cracks in a home 
can add up to as much airflow as an open window. The 
more heat that escapes, the more cold air enters, causing 
your system to work harder and use more energy. Home 
sealing can improve your home “envelope”—the outer walls, 
ceiling, windows and floors—and can save up to 10 percent 
in energy costs. Start by sealing air leaks and adding insu-
lation—pay special attention to your attic and basement, 
where the biggest gaps and cracks are often found.

•	 Shop Smart: If your heating equipment has been poorly 
maintained and is 15 years old or more, it’s probably time  
for a more efficient replacement. !

Maria Mitterando for decorating the  
PTA display cases.

Courtney Kemler, Cheryl McBarron and  
Maureen Schmid for all their hard work  

with our Charitable Giving drive.
Laurie Bratone, Heather Boyle and the  

entire House Tour committee for all their  
work on our first beautiful Holiday House Tour.

T H A N K  Y O U !  T H A N K  Y O U ! 

Sickles Art Gallery  
January Schedule

Begins January 3, 2011
Spano and Hagen (3rd Grade)

First floor main hallway, Sickles school

Save the date: Friday, April 8th

Sickles Art Day
Contact Laura Nolan at laura-nolan@comcast.net  

if you are interested in being a full-day craft leader.  
More information will be sent home with your child soon.

Knollwood Art Appreciation 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH.  

Contact Laura Nolan at laura-nolan@comcast.net  
if you are interested in volunteering.  

Charitable Giving 
All the gifts for Holiday Express, Monmouth County  

Foster Parents Association, and Jersey Shore Pediatrics 
have all been delivered. A huge thank-you goes out to 

all of the many families in Fair Haven who supported our 
Charitable Giving program. It was a great success. A quote 

from Lorrie Outcalt, the chairperson for the Monmouth 
County Foster Parents Association, is below:

“I just had to stop opening bags and take a  
break to email and let you know how grateful I am.  
This is tremendous! The donations were very low  

and I was worried, but I am very relaxed at  
this point. I know that there are enough gifts for 
all the kids. Please accept my heartfelt thanks  

to you and your school children and their families  
for brightening the lives of my families.”




