FAIR HAVEN PTA GENERAL MEETING

Thursday, October 14, 2010

1:30 PM

Fair Haven Borough Hall

AGENDA

Meeting Called to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Guest Speakers:  TBD
Approval of September General Meeting Minutes (available at meeting)

Treasurer’s Report

President’s Report

Executive Board Reports

BOE Reports

Faculty Reports

Old Business

New Business

Approval of the Standing Rules

Announcements

Adjournment of Business Meeting

******************************************************************************

Fair Haven PTA General Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 16, 2010

Mrs. Gennusa’s kindergarten classroom

1:45 PM

For the names of those in attendance, please see the sign-in book kept with the minutes.

The meeting was called to order by President, Cathy Alescio at 1:45 PM.

SPECIAL GUESTS:  Kathi Cronin, Tom Famulary and Marion Carolon

All speakers said the transition into the new school year has gone smoothly.  

Kathi Cronin: Ms. Cronin mentioned that our district enrollment has increased as we’ve gained between 50 and 60 students this year.  She said there is a board committee being formed to investigate the use of space in the district.  She encourages parents to change their preferences on the Instant Alert system as it will be the main way district-wide announcements are sent to the community.  Ms. Cronin also said the Fair Haven centennial will be celebrated starting March 2011.  There will be a poster design contest for children.  More information to follow.

Marion Carolan:  Mrs. Carolan has started a new program, “I Wonder”.  Students can ask any question of her and she will try to answer.  She has some safety assemblies planned in the coming weeks.  She is particularly concerned with bike safety and stressing that children walk their bikes on crowded sidewalks.  Sickles started a new social studies program for K-3 called “Social Studies Alive”.  This year’s Halloween celebration will be on Oct. 29 and will follow the same format as last year.

Tom Famulary:  Mr. Famulary thanked the PTA in advance for all we do for the schools.  He said Knollwood continues to focus on technology.  Knollwood has seven new teachers this year who are excited to teach at the school.  The first dance for the 6th, 7th and 8th grades is October 29.  The 8th graders are permitted to come in costume.  Mr. Famulary expressed his concern that space will continue to be an issue in our school district.

Motion: The June minutes were accepted as distributed.

Motion:  The 2010-2011 budget was accepted.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Cathy Alescio)

Thank you to Vicky Bogardus and her team of volunteers for a great Back to School luncheon.

Thank you to Jennie Lucci and Lynn Scott for organizing our class parents and the meeting last night.

Amanda Stevens and Bennett Coleman for the record breaking scarecrow sales

Reminders:

Return your Membership forms

Return Directory Verification forms

Sign up for the email blast

Sign up for the school Honeywell Alert System

Friend us on Facebook 

Coupon Book or check should be returned by 9/24.

Lastly, a huge thank you to all of you who already have been working so hard this year.  We appreciate your hard work and dedication to our children and the schools.
PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REPORT:  (Tracy Rehder)

Directory:  Beth Sanville, Chair.  The PTA Directory is coming together with class lists now submitted and class parents confirming new student information.  All information will be organized over next several weeks and sent to printer for early to mid October delivery to parents.  

Go Green:  Nenita Kilper, Chair.  Awesome new go green tips in October newsletter!

Distribution: Gina Ern, Carolyn Riley, Co-chairs.  The Distribution gals are up and running and getting the ever I mportant flyers out to out youngest and only students.  Please give the distribution team at least a full week of lead time to get your flyers in mailboxes.  
Back to School Luncheon:  Vicki Bogardus, Chair. A special and big thanks to all who participated in the Back to School Luncheon.  The teachers really appreciated all of the fabulous food and it was a huge success. 

TCSP:  Carolyn Rue, Chair.  The Teacher Curriculum Support Program is up and running for the new school year.  The teacher submitted proposals will be considered on a “by case” basis for TCSP funds.

New Parent Communication:  Kari Rallo (K), Suzy Manelski (S), Chairs. Our New Parent Communication Team has done a super job this year of running the Kindergarten Picnics and reaching out to new parents in our community.  There is a wealth of pertinent community information for all new Fair Havenites as well as old on the PTA website for all to peruse.   
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT  (Bennett Coleman)

BoxTops For Education – Sharon Everett, Chair.  First Graders will help count  Boxtops at Sickles this year.  Special thanks to Mrs. Bennett, who constructed a bright new box to hold all of these Boxtops.  The box is located just outside Mrs. Carolan's office.  Boxtop reminders:  please make sure you can see the expiration date on each boxtop and please check the website for all products carrying the Boxtop labels - www.boxtopsforeducation.com  If you login to the site, the school gets credit!  Questions? please call Sharon Everett at 732 936 0422.

Clothing Drive – Donna Ridgeway, Chair. The PTA will take your used and soft household items and turn them into cash for our schools. We can accept only the following items: Wearable clothing (men’s, women’s and children’s); shoes and accessories (belts, handbags, scarves, ties, hats); soft household items (bed­ding, curtains, tablecloths and towels); stuffed animals and small toys. The drive officially begins on Saturday, October 2nd and ends on Sunday, October 24. Please put all items in plastic garbage bags and drop off on the front porch at 18 Browns Lane, Fair Haven. There will also be a drop-off spot (pickup truck) at Knollwood School during Harvest Fest on Saturday, October 2nd. If you have questions, contact Donna Ridgeway 732-842-8625
Coupon Book Sales – Erin Simpson, Chair. The 15–24 Kid Stuff Coupon Book Sale runs from September 15th – 24th.  All coupon books go home with the youngest/only.

Family Portraits – Laura Nolan, Chair. Sunday 10/24, Saturday 10/30, Thursday 11/4, Friday 11/5 and Saturday 11/6 we will be offering 10 portrait sittings, beginning at 9am and ending after a 3:00pm sitting.  Monday, 10/25 there will be 6 sittings beginning at 3pm and ending after a 6:20pm sitting.  That's a total of 56 sittings at $30 each ($1,680 total).  Each sitting will include an 8x10 portrait and Visual Expressions will take 10% off the entire order, including holiday cards.  There is no guarantee on the number of proofs or time of the sitting.  It will vary based on "children cooperation", however the sitting usually lasts 20 minutes and Tina generally gets 8-12 proofs.  Save the date flyers will go home in the beginning of October, followed be a reservation form.  If it doesn't fill up I'll send home another form, but generally it sells out fast.
First Floors House Tour – Heather Boyle & Laurie Bratone Chairs.  Friday, December 10th 10:30am - 2:30pm. The  Holiday House Tour will feature seven unique Fair Haven Homes with an exciting variety of holiday themes. Advance Ticket price is $45. You may purchase tickets through backpack flyers or online at www.fairhavenpta.org/housetour Licenses have been applied for for two fantastic raffle prizes: Dinner for 10 at your home prepared by the talented Chef Hernan Garces of The Raven Tea Room, and this year's most sought after piece of technology, the Apple iPad computer. Raffle Ticket cost is $10 or $5 respectively. Drawing will be Friday, December 10th in Fair Haven.  Kick-Off for sales of raffle tickets will be Harvest Fest, October 2nd.
- The majority of chefs, florist, tabletops confirmed

- PayPal for ticket purchase up and almost running

- Recipe Ad Journal Sales have begun if you have any home vendors that      

   you feel would be appropriate please forward to Heather or Laurie

- Starting to look for day off volunteers.  

Harvest Festival  - Bennett Coleman, Chair .  Scarecrow sales at an all time high, numbers approaching 200.  The scarecrows will go up this Friday and Saturday in time for the Tour de Fair Haven.  Volunteers are being sought to staff our event, Saturday October 2nd, Rain or Shine 12:30-4:30 pm at Knollwood School.  Hot dogs, orange cotton candy and other carnival food, will be sold, not to mention a delicious bake sale to select from.  There will be crafts, games, pumpkin painting, ponies, a petting zoo and more for the kids, not to mention the trackless fire truck, a 15' inflatable slide, the highstriker, and a touch a truck area next to a real smoke house.  The KICK Dance Team will be performing at 2:00 pm and Madame Fortuna will be available to read your palms between 1:00 and 2:00 and 3:00 - 4:00.  Our Apple Pie and Pumpkin Decorating Contest winners will be announced at 4:00 pm.  Entry fees to both these contests are $2.00 and due with your pie and or pumpkin at Knollwood before 11:00 am that morning.  All are welcome to enter.
Holiday Gift Show – Tori McAndrews , Beth Del Vecchio, & Peggy Dengler, Chairs
4th Annual Holiday Gift Show Saturday November 13th  Vendors interested in participating should contact Peggy Dengler at bpdengler@verizon.net by October 15, 2010 to reserve your table.  Baked goods will be solicited from families and sold at this event.  There are 22 confirmed vendors as of 9/16.  Flyers will be going home to solicit local vendors.

Luncheon – Britt Garrison & Patti Coughlin Chairs.  Contracts signed for Saturday March 12, 2011 at Branches in West Long Branch.

The Luncheon Committee will hold it’s first meeting next week.

Super 50/50  Marie Noglows, Chair.  Raffle licenses applied for in West Long Branch where the winning ticket will be pulled at the luncheon on March 12th.  The tickets for our inaugural Super 50/50 will cost $10 each and the prize will be 50% of the proceeds collected.  This event will be kicked off at Harvest Festival.

TREASURER’S REPORT: (Elaine Lehnert) August Treasurer’s Report

Opening Balance: $63,600.21  Cash Receipts: $15.53  Cash Disbursed: $1,179.03  Ending Balance:  $62,436.71

RECORDING SECRETARY’S REPORT (Tori McAndrews)
Class Parent Coordinators   Jennie Lucci, Lynn Scott, chairs. All class parents have been contacted.  Our initial meeting was on 9/15
Family Fun Activities  Kerri Kostulias, Cathryn Danielczyk, co-chairs.  Family Fun will have our first bingo on Friday, October 15th from 6:30-8:30 in the Knollwood APR.  We could use a few volunteers (5) to sell tickets/bingo boards & help check bingo winners.  We would also like to try to have the Family Fun Ice Skating in January.  Last year was our first year and we heard alot of positive feedback, but please run it by the executive board.
Charitable Giving Cheryl McBarron, Courtney Kemler, Maureen Schmid, co-chairs.  Charitable giving will be running a food drive for Lunch Break the week of October 12th. We will be asking for non-perishable items and will have drop off locations thru-out the schools. Look for more information to follow.

Art Show  Christine Hearn, Kirsten Ward, Co-Chairs.  The Art Show has been scheduled for April 7th, 2011

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’S REPORT:  (Jennie Lucci)

Sent card on behalf of the PTA to the McGill Family

Sent card and gift on behalf of PTA to Tara Mattison and Family for birth of their daughter

Ordered and picked up the notepads for membership as well as notecards for committee thank you’s

School Supplies: Vanessa Spagnuola, Lynn Scott, co-chairs.  This new committee will arrange a sale at the end of the school year so parents can order school supplies for the next school year that would be on the children’s desks on the first day of school.

Publicity: Laurie Bratone, Chair.  Harvest Fest has enjoyed some good coverage in the recent weeks including Two River Times, Navesink Reporter, APP on-line, and Red Hot Red Bank.  A request from the board to please shoot me an e-mail if they see something in any publication regarding PTA happenings....I don't see everything and I am keeping a book for future pr purposes. 

Third Grade Science Club:  Shanda McManus, Chair.  Science club will be kicking off this month. This is a very popular club for our third graders. The children will get to do hands- on science in a supportive group setting. This club is highly parent powered. So we need you to make it all it should be. Volunteer to just be on hand or lead an experiment. We also need anyone sub-certified in Fair Haven to assist at our sessions. You can help at one or more of the sessions that your child is attending. Please contact Shanda McManus for more info at 732 5302154 /smmcmanusfamily@aol.com.  Waiting to get dates and room confirmations from Marion.
Cultural Enrichment:  Kerri Kostulias, Vanessa Spagnuola, Co-chairs.  We are in the process of obtaining and signing contracts for the following three events:
 1. Earth Balloon --October 20th - All day at Sickles.  The children must be split into 12 classes (30 in each) and assigned times to attend the program.  Marion let us know when you would like to sit down and schedule the day.  October 21st - All day at Knollwood for the 4th and 5th grade only.
 2.Seth Reichgott The Golden Lyre (K & 1) and Chariot of the Sun Performances
December 13th - 8:45 to 9:30 The Golden Lyre K and 1st, 9:45 to 10:35 Chariot in the Sun 2 & 3.  December 14th - Chariot in the Sun 9 to 9:50 4&5, 10:15 to 11:10 6,7,8
 3.Generations of Jazz:  March 8th 10-11 Sickles School, 1-2 Knollwood
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  Board of Education President Andrea Bakst offered her thanks on behalf of the BOE as the school budget will continue to be a challenge and the PTA will be relied with more frequency.

FACULTY REPORT:  (See Guest Speakers above)

NEW BUSINESS:  Motions were made/passed to introduce & accept the 2010-2011 Budget, and to introduce/accept the Standing Rules for 2010-2011.

Meeting adjourned by President Cathy Alescio at 2:25 PM.

